
COVID-19 Vaccine Safety: FAQ

Q: Are COVID-19 vaccines safe?

A: All the COVID-19 vaccines being used have gone through rigorous studies to ensure they are as safe 
as possible. Systems that allow CDC to watch for safety issues are in place across the entire country.
 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has granted Emergency Use Authorizations for 
COVID-19 vaccines that have been shown to meet rigorous safety criteria and be effective as 
determined by data from the manufacturers and findings from large clinical trials. Clinical trials for all 
vaccines must first show they meet rigorous criteria for safety and effectiveness before any vaccine, 
including COVID-19 vaccines, can be authorized or approved for use. The known and potential benefits 
of a COVID-19 vaccine must outweigh the known and potential risks of the vaccine.

Q: Is it safe for me to get the vaccine if I have an underlying medical condition?

A: People with underlying medical conditions can receive the FDA-authorized COVID-19 vaccines 
provided they have not had an immediate or severe allergic reaction to a COVID-19 vaccine or to any 
of the ingredients in the vaccine. Vaccination is an important consideration for adults of any age with 
certain underlying medical conditions because they are at increased risk for severe illness from the 
virus that causes COVID-19. If you have specific concerns we recommend you speak to a healthcare 
provider.

Q: Is it safe for me to get a COVID-19 vaccine if I’m pregnant or breastfeeding?

A: People  who are pregnant and part of a group recommended to receive the COVID-19 vaccine may 
choose to be vaccinated. If you have questions about getting vaccinated, talking with a healthcare 
provider may might help you make an informed decision. While breastfeeding is an important 
consideration, it is rarely a safety concern with vaccines.
 
No data are available yet on the safety of COVID-19 vaccines in lactating women or on the effects of 
mRNA vaccines on breastfed infants or on milk production/excretion. mRNA vaccines are not thought to 
be a risk to breastfeeding infants. People who are breastfeeding and are part of a group recommended 
to receive a COVID-19 vaccine, such as healthcare personnel, may choose to be vaccinated.
 
Q: Is there a risk of a severe allergic reaction if I get the vaccine?

A: Serious problems from vaccination can happen, but they are rare. CDC has learned of reports that 
some people have experienced severe allergic reactions—also known as anaphylaxis—after getting a 
COVID-19 vaccine. As an example, an allergic reaction is considered severe when a person needs to 
be treated with epinephrine or EpiPen© or if they must go to the hospital. Maniilaq has prepared for the 
possibility of allergic reactions and travel with a provider to each community in case there is a need for 
medical attention while receiving the vaccine
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